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Foreword: Fear or Faith? 
 
“Everyone who hears these words of mine will be like a wise man who built his house 
on rock” (St. Matthew 7:24). 
 
There have been five grand extinction phases in the history of life on our planet.  We 
are entering the sixth grand extinction and for the first time our species is responsible.  
Anthropogenic forced climate change not only poses a threat to civilisation but also to 
the Earths capacity to sustain life. 
 
Climate science now 150 years old.  It began in 1859 when the Irish scientist John 
Tyndall discovered the CO2 in the earth’s atmosphere traps the heat energy of the sun.  
In 1896 the Swedish chemist Svante Arrhenius performed 10,000 calculations to 
conclude that a doubling of CO2 in the Earth’s atmosphere would raise global average 
air temperature by several degrees Celsius.  Contemporary scientists have closely 
examined the Earth’s atmosphere over the last million years through ice-core samples 
to conclude a direct ratio between atmospheric CO2 concentrations and average air 
temperature. 
 
Imperial power expressed in coercion, military intervention and the “politics of fear” 
have dominated global politics since the discovery of oil in the Persian Gulf.  Economics 
and the “politics of fear” are wedded to the consumption of fossil fuels.  Consequently, 
the “science” has been smothered with misinformation whilst excessive individualism 
wrapped in a theology of individual liberty has habituated us to consumerism as a 
normative way to achieve “the good life”.  Climate change and the growing wealth 
disparity between the worlds rich and poor both have their roots in a dysfunctional 
imperial economy which now threatens to wreck the planet.  This state of affairs is 
deviant. 
 
The Judeo-Christian tradition is rooted in ethical behaviors expressed in compassion 
and justice in all our relationships.  These relationships, with God, Self, Each other and 
the Planet, are in fact the Biblical norms for the good order of Creation. “God saw 
everything that He had made, and indeed, it was very good”. (Genesis 1:31a) 
 
Consequently, every time Christians gather to celebrate the Eucharist, we remember 
and anticipate the redemption of everything in the death and resurrection of Christ, 
the Lord of the Cosmos, by which all things were called into being (St. John Chapter 1) 
and in whom all things hold together (Colossians 1:17). 
 
Christians celebrate the sovereignty of God over all other systems of power and rule 
every time we pray “Our Father…. your Kingdom come your will be done on earth….” 
and when we recite the Nicene Creed: 
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We believe in one God 
The Father, the almighty 

Maker of heaven and earth, 
Of all that is 

Seen and unseen…. 
 
The Christian movement was anti-imperial in origin and should remain so today.  This 
movement contains the seeds of true democracy, that radically inclusive community 
which values every living thing as a unique “logos”, a self-expression of the compassion 
and providence of God.  Consequently, it follows that the Christian faith is essentially 
ethical in content and practice, informed by the character of God’s compassion, 
providence and justice. 
 
Therefore, Christians should refuse to be seduced by the politics of fear, the myth of 
scarcity and the mantras of growth and consumption.  Christian ethics demonstrate 
that we are not defined by what we own or consume, but are in fact made in the image 
of God, and our identity in Christ does not depend on us alone, but springs from the 
generous goodness and grace of God.   
 
We can no longer depend on political leadership to offer a moral response to the 
challenges of poverty and climate change.  There is a demonstrable lack of political will 
to reconstruct an economic system based on exponential growth.  Exponential growth 
on a finite planet is mathematically impossible.  We would need another 2 planets for 
everyone to enjoy our current standard of living! 
 
Deep within the Christian tradition is the possibility of enjoying prosperity without 
growth e.g., in the practice of the Franciscan and Benedictine traditions.  Pope Francis 
in his encyclical Laudato Si (https://laudatosi.com/watch) calls upon all Christian 
people and people of goodwill to reclaim the care of our “Common Home”, in the 
billions of individual actions which determine:   
 
1.  The way we make and use energy; 
2.  The way we produce and use food; 
3.   Our choices in respect of transport; 
4.   How we build and maintain our homes; 
5.   Our habits of consumption. 
 
These matters are core business in the practice of our faith and give practical 
expression to the Anglican Church’s “Fifth Mark of Mission” - To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of Creation, and sustain and renew the life of the Earth. 
 

https://laudatosi.com/watch
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The Anglican Eco-Care Commission warmly encourages the adoption and use of these 
guidelines in the life and mission of the Diocese of Perth. 
 

Introduction 
This Sustainability Policy aims to formulate and implement mechanisms by which 
the Church may effectively respond to the challenge of appropriate stewardship of 
the Earth. 

Authority 
The 2007 General Synod recognised 'the need for the Church to establish 
mechanisms by which it may conscientiously respond to this threat to the 
integrity of creation on this planet by changing its behaviour so that it does not 
contribute to a human-induced increase in global average surface temperature of 
more than 2°C above pre-industrial levels.' (Synod motion 1053/7 Shrinking our 
environmental footprint) 

Our Synod passed the following motion on Sunday 4 October 2009. 

“This Synod calls upon the Archbishop to establish an Environmental Working Party 
to attend to the commitments made by this Synod in 2008 when it adopted the 
Protection of the Environment Canon No 11, 2007 of General Synod and its related 
resolution namely to: 

 Develop and implement a Diocesan Sustainability Policy; 

 Reduce the diocesan environmental footprint by increasing the water and energy 
efficiency of its current facilities and operations; and 

 Ensure that environmental sustainability is an essential consideration in the 
development of any new facilities and operations and report to General Synod 
2010 on the water and energy targets that were set, the achievements made 
and any difficulties encountered.” 

These Sustainability Guidelines are a response to the Synod motion outlined above.  

From Guidelines to Policy 

All critical comments and helpful suggestions are welcome and should be directed 
to the Anglican EcoCare Commission at: ecocare@perth.anglican.org   

When these guidelines are adopted as policy by Synod in October 2017, all diocesan 
documentation must be adapted to reflect the intent of this document.  

The Guidelines: Please read the matching appendices that follow for more detail. 

 

  

mailto:ecocare@perth.anglican.org
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1.0 Vehicles 
The purchase policy for Diocesan vehicles must prioritise fuel efficiency.  

When purchasing a vehicle, Worshipping Communities and Diocesan Agencies are 
to choose vehicles that meet the following criteria: 

 Low greenhouse gas emission ratings, 

 Low fuel consumption, 

 Made of up-cycled and re-cycled materials. 

 Preference be given to the purchase of Electric/hybrid vehicles 

Please refer to the Australian Government’s Green Vehicle Guide 

www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au  for more detailed information on vehicle purchases. 

1.1 Commuting Habits 

 Minimise vehicle use by choosing alternatives to private car travel  

 Consider use of public transport 

 Consider cycling or walking 

 See Travel Smart for alternatives to vehicles www.travelsmart.gov.au  

 Drive in a manner that will minimise fuel consumption.  

See Appendix A: Vehicles for more information.  

2.0 Buildings  
Diocesan Council through the Architectural Committee requires all building 
construction and modifications to follow the Diocesan Sustainable Building 
Guidelines. 

Before designing and/or constructing a new building renovation, Diocesan Agencies 
and Parishes should consider the following recommendations to achieve sustainable 
environmental, social and economic outcomes:  

 When briefing an architect or proponent on a new or major rebuilding 
project, they are to be provided with the information at Appendix B: Buildings: “ 

 The Architect’s brief would include climate responsive passive solar design and 
low energy design, with a goal of buildings being net zero energy and minimum 
life cycle costs, including ecological, social and economic values.  

http://www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au/
http://www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au/
http://www.travelsmart.gov.au/
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 This approach will ensure that environmental attributes are considered in an 
evaluation process where assessment is based on accepted national standards 
towards a design that results in the least harmful effect on the environment. 

 New sites chosen should allow for easy access to public transport.  

 Housing projects should include a minimum percentage of social housing above 
state government requirements.  

Worshipping Communities are encouraged to have an annual energy audit done of 
plant and buildings under their care. An audit can be arranged on the advice of the 
Anglican Eco Care Commission.  

2.1 Ways to improve existing buildings 
Worshipping Communities should consider the following: 

 Utilise lower wattage lighting.   

 Install seals around doors and windows to minimise infiltration of outside air.  For 
suspended floors, install seals at floor-wall junctions.  

 Install insulation above ceilings and in walls and floors to reduce heat 
loss/gain from building cavities 

  Install awnings or adjustable external shades on sun-exposed windows. 

  Install programmable thermostats on central heating/cooling systems 

 When replacing electrical appliances, choose high energy efficiency rated 
items.  

 Install solar water heating 

 Install photovoltaics or wind generators as appropriate.  

 Light reflective roofing and insulation (Avoid dark roof colours) 

 Double-glazed windows with air tight seals and thermal break framing systems 
appropriate to their function and frequency of use. 

2.2 Life Cycle Impact 
The Diocesan expectation regarding life cycle impact is that the materials and 
components used within the building will last at least fifty years with minimal 
or standard cleaning and maintenance, designed for disassembly to facilitate re-
cycling. At the same time, materials with cost effective, low environmental impact 
should be considered and included. Give preference to cost effective innovations 
in low embodied energy and low environmental impact materials and their 
benefits over the life of the building.  
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See Appendix B for Life Cycle Impact and Costing implications of Materials, 
Water, Energy, Maintenance, Dismantle-ability, and Up/Re-cycling. 

3. Water Use 
The Diocese, Parishes, and Agencies should abide by the following process when 
building new or redeveloping old facilities; 

 All buildings and refits must meet the water standards provided in the 
Diocesan Building Handbook. 

 Undertake an annual water audit.  

 Ensure the minimum volumes of the lowest grade water fit for purpose are used. 

 Consider the installation and use of Grey-water systems. 

 Employ ‘Water Wise’ techniques in gardening 

 Employ Water Sensitive Urban Design 

 Employ water harvesting 

See Appendix C for water efficiency, grey-water, and ‘Water Wise’ gardening 

4. Biodiversity and Landscape 
Where Land is identified as having a significant ecological importance, the following 
processes are required.  

 Inform the Diocesan Secretary in writing 

 Prior to any development, consult the Diocesan Secretary and relevant 
government Agencies regarding habitat and species that might be affected by 
the proposal. 

 Explore ways to link with local biodiversity in the way church gardens are 

developed and managed 

 Assistance may be obtained by consulting: 

 The Anglican EcoCare Commission  

 The relevant local, state and commonwealth authority for relevant information.  

 Consider joining local environmental groups such as Men of the Trees, 
Gondwana Link, the Wildflower Society, Landcare, Ribbons of Green, etc.  

 If insufficient information is available, undertake an environmental survey.  

 Landscape: landscape design should incorporate a maximum possible ratio of 
indigenous species, e.g. Delhi Square, Harold Boas Gardens has 70% native plants 
as backbone planting with exotics at edges where they are most directly 
experienced. 
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 Conservation of existing and remnant habitat should be our priority.  Additonally, 
buffers ought to be planted and linkages established to form ecological corridors in 
the landscape. 

 Respect Bush Forever sites as conservation areas. 

 Implement ecological restoration on landscapes that have been damaged since 
settlement.   

See Appendix D for more information. 

5. Energy 
The Diocese is working to reduce energy consumption to a sustainable level.  

How we use our appliances can result in significant savings of energy and cost, 
while contributing to reduced greenhouse gas emissions. Water heating, space 
heating, cooling, and lighting are the most consumptive uses of energy. 

The Energy Rating Label shows a number of stars to give a quick comparative 
assessment of the model's energy efficiency, and an estimate of typical annual 
energy consumption. 

The Diocese, Parishes, and Agencies can employ the following resources to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions: EasyGreen, Natural Power, Renewable Energy Buy Back, 
and Green Power.  

The economic and environmental potential for the Church to become a micro or 
local supplier of electricity to the power grid with all its available roof space in 
Parishes, schools and Agencies is enormous.  

See Appendix E for more information.  

6. Recycling 
The Diocese Parishes and Agencies should recycle wherever possible and purchase 
consumer durables that are capable of being dismantled for re/up-cycling. 

Buying recycled goods ensures that recyclable materials are reprocessed and not 
stockpiled or sent to landfill. It reduces demand for virgin raw materials, saves energy 
in the production process, and helps to establish long term markets for recycled 
materials, reducing the amount of materials going into landfill. 

Organic waste can be recycled into mulch, compost, or used in a worm farm. 

Kerbside collections of recyclable materials are now common. In addition, there are 
recycling stations throughout Western Australia for common and not-so-common 
materials that can be recycled. Visit your local op shop or contact your local authority. 

Refer to www.environment.wa.gov.au for more information including the disposal of 
hazardous waste including electronics, batteries, fluorescent lights and the like.  

http://www.environment.wa.gov.au/
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See the ‘Cradle to Cradle’ website for more information.  

7. Community Gardens 
Community gardens are warmly commended by this policy for the consideration of 
Agencies and Parishes. Benefits include environmental (biodiversity and micro-
climate), social, outreach, parish cohesion and economics.  

8. Governance 
Each parish council and Agency board should have an EcoCare Ambassador to take 
responsibility for the carriage of these guidelines and to attend to the Fifth Mark of 
Mission.  
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The Appendices: 

Appendix A: Vehicles 

The Diocese must have the most economically, environmentally and socially 
responsible vehicle fleet in order to achieve sustainability best practice.  To this end 
the following criteria must inform the purchasing or leasing of vehicles.  

  Lifecycle cost  

  Greenhouse gas emissions 

  Resource use  

  Embodied energy 

  Public Health and safety 

  The public's perception of vehicle type and use 

  Up-cycling and recycling of technology and materials 

Appendix B: Buildings 

What is a Green Building? 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD, defines Green 
Buildings as those buildings that have positive impacts on the built and natural  

environment, in terms of the buildings themselves, their immediate surroundings 
and the broader regional and global setting. 

A Green Building is designed to produce a neutral or positive total environmental 
impact in terms of materials, construction, operation and deconstruction while 
maximising opportunities for indoor environmental quality and performance. 

Green buildings save money, reduce waste, increase worker productivity and create 
healthier environments where people want to live and work. 

A Green building incorporates design, construction and operational practise that 
include strategies for addressing:  

 Energy efficiency 

 Emission abatement 

 Water conservation 

 Reduction, reuse, recycling  

 Pollution prevention 

 enhanced biodiversity 

 reduced resource consumption 

 productive healthy environments 

 useable buildings 

 social amenity 

 transparent reporting 

 disassembly and recycling of 
the building 

 habitat repair and enhancement 

 adaptability to future.  
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The long term benefits of a Green Building are: 

 lower insurance costs  

 lower developmental control 
costs 

 lower overheads 

 higher returns 

 lower renovation costs 

 higher tenant retention 

 improved risk mitigation 
and management 

 increased interest by ethical 

 more flexible space planning 

 more productive and 
healthier environments  

 financial incentives and tax 
credits 

 investment funds 

 a better industry image 

 lower life cycle costs 

 longer asset life 

 adaptability to future use 

 Habitat repair and enhancement 

 emission abatement 

 pollution mitigation 

Please refer to One Planet Living   - http://www.bioregional.com/oneplanetliving/ for 
more information.  

Nature of Investments  

Investments by worshipping communities or Agencies should reflect care for creation 
as per the fifth mark of mission.  Service stations and other fossil fuel related business 
activities should be switched to renewable energy systems and activities that will have 
an ongoing life.  Fossil fuel assets will become stranded assets.   

Life Cycle Costing 

Life Cycle Costing is the total cost of any item over its reasonable life expectancy, 
defined as follows: 

Net Zero Energy Building 

International standards such as ‘PassivHaus’, ‘One Planet Living’, ‘Living 
Building Challenge’ 2.0, mandate net zero energy for heating and cooling, 
which leads to a building which is cheaper to run, more comfortable and 
contributes to the health of the environment. 

Material Selection 

Many building materials have low or minimal recycled content, are difficult to 
reuse and recycle, contain toxins and/or generate toxins during manufacture 
or disposal. The diocese will give preference to cost effective innovations in 
the use of materials that have high recycled content, are easy to recycle 
and f r e e  of toxins. preferred materials could be part of a product 

http://www.bioregional.com/oneplanetliving/
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stewardship program so that it is taken back by the original supplier at the end 
of its life. 

Water 

The Diocese requires its projects to be water efficient. Cost-  effective 
innovative solutions that assist in the saving, storage and re-use of all water 
will be given preference. 

Energy –  Ventilation and Internal Conditions  

The climate is a large factor in dealing with heating and cooling and 
appropriate ventilation of the project. The diocese will give preference to cost 
effective innovations in ventilation that increase the amount of natural 
ventilation and reduce the water and energy required to provide this 
ventilation. 

The diocese will give preference to proposals that use cost effective 
innovations in the façade, glazing and sun shading, lighting and fit-out, 
where they allow the building to use less energy, water or resources and 
provide for a better quality of internal environment. This can be achieved 
through design for climate, passive solar and natural ventilation. 

Cleaning and Maintenance 

The Diocese will give preference to cost effective innovations in use of 
materials that require minimal or no chemicals, and where chemicals are 
required for cleaning, they can be disposed of safely and easily without 
damaging building systems or waterways. 

Disassembly 

Building structures and fit-outs are to be designed for adaptability and 
disassembly to facilitate renovating, refurbishment and recycling of 
components and/or materials. 

Appendix C: Water 

Principles 

The use of water in a dry place like Australia, is a moral choice. This is especially true 
for Christians and this policy aims to provide a framework from which our Christian 
community can make informed choices toward effective actions. 

Resource stewardship. 

Allocate water in relation to the relative security of supply from available sources, 
and the relative importance of demands for the different grades of water. Most 
precious (secure) is water from reliable sources that is suitable for drinking. Next is 
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previously used water. In many societies, households use rinse and washing water 
for gardens. Such water needs to be treated prior to re-use to make it safe. Consult 
the Water Corporation for advice on treatment. Finally, there are supplies from 
occasional rains which can be harvested and stored for later use. The Diocese, 
Parishes and Agencies should work together to reduce water use.  

Equity & Justice. 

The water sharing systems of many ancient societies had equity as central in the 
allocation decision. These societies recognised that the basis of most conflict and 
dispute was over sharing arrangements and developed elaborate systems to ensure 
that essential needs were met with a fair basis for water sharing. An educated and 
committed Christian community is essential. 

The question of equity is a social issue in the Australian water debate and the church, 
along with other groups in society must actively seek to find ways to establish 
distributive justice as the central issue in water use. Appropriate policy, standards 
and delivery mechanisms are central to concerns of equity and justice. In cities and 
towns, the use of drinking-quality water for most in-house and external uses 
exacerbates artificial water shortages in times of drought. That is, water of drinking 
quality is preferred, whereas many uses should be met by grades of water other 
than of  

drinking water standard. In country areas the sustainable use of water resources 
of various qualities for farming, and environmental maintenance is also essential. 
Wastage and inefficient use of this limited resource must be avoided.  

Greywater 

The Diocese encourages the installation and use of Grey-water systems.  

See the Environmental Health Directorate for information about greywater systems, 
including application forms and current Government rebates. 

Water harvesting 

Techniques include:  

 Water tanks for the collection of rain water;  

 Landform to harvest stormwater into landscape areas from paved areas and 
roads  

 Green roof gardens to collect and filter rain water and slow storm water 
runoff. 

  

http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/3/667/2/greywater_.pm
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Water-Wise Gardening 

All Parishes and schools should employ Water-Wise techniques in their 
gardening to reduce their water consumption.    

Being Water Wise includes  

 Considering layout and use of materials as well as allowing for  

 Efficient irrigation  

 Reducing lawn areas 

 Mulching garden beds 

 Using soil wetting agents  

 Planting with local and adaptive plant species 

For more information, contact the Water Corporation about how to establish and 
maintain a Water-Wise garden;  Useful plant selection guide: Lulfitz, G, “New Image 
for West Australian Plants” (http://www.lullfitz.com.au/book/); and WA Herbarium: 
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au . 

Appendix D: Biodiversity 

Nature Conservation Covenants 

The Diocese supports the Nature Conservation Covenant Program of the Department 
of Environment and Conservation. The program offers landowners the opportunity 
to use conservation covenants to protect the nature conservation values of their 
properties. Conservation covenants are individually negotiated between the 
Department and the landowner, and aim to maintain the conservation values of 
the bushland while allowing for flexibility to reflect the landowner's wishes for the 
land.  

For more information on the program and its tax concessions, please contact the 
Department of Environment https://www.environment.gov.au/  

The Diocese supports exploration of covenanting land for conversation purposes. For 
more information, please refer to https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-
reserve-conservation/nature-conservation-covenant-program  

Natural Habitats 

Wetlands, forests, woodlands and grassland communities used to be common but 
are now reduced to small, often fragmented, areas as clearing for farming and urban 
use have expanded. This has fragmented the natural migratory corridors of native 
species and is a major factor in their demise. This means that church lands, for 
example old cemeteries, undeveloped land etc., have become some of the last refuges 
for increasingly rare ecological communities. 

http://www.lullfitz.com.au/book/
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
https://www.environment.gov.au/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/nature-conservation-covenant-program
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/nature-conservation-covenant-program


17 | P a g e  

The Diocese, Parishes and Agencies are encouraged to contribute to the 
establishment of ecological corridors linking natural habitats. 

What is a “listed” species or ecosystem?  

A “listed” species or ecological community is considered to be threatened with 
extinction under federal, state or Territory legislation. A “listed” species or 
community maybe considered “extinct”, “extinct in the wild”, “critically 
endangered”, “endangered”, “vulnerable”, “conservation dependant” in decreasing 
levels of threat. Different sets of terms are used in different jurisdictions. 
Commonwealth, State and Territory laws require certain actions by the managers 
of lands where such species/ecosystems occur. 

These guidelines encourage readers to perform their own research to discover what 
laws and international treaties may affect any activities they intend or currently 
practice.  

Laws which protect listed species/ecosystems in Australia include 

Conservation and Land Management (CALM) Act; Wildlife Conservation Act 
(1950); Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) and 
Fisheries Act (marine fauna). 

Appendix E: Energy 

Types of Power 

By purchasing green energy, you will actively improve your environment now and 
help to conserve it for the future. In fact, it's one of the simplest and most effective 
actions your parish, school or community organisation can take to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Diocese supports and encourages the following types 
of power providers: 

EasyGreen 

EasyGreen energy allows you to choose a set dollar amount of renewable 
energy certificates (REC’s) to be purchased on your behalf by Synergy. See 
website for more.  

Natural Power 

Natural Power is energy that is generated from renewable sources and has 
minimal impact on the environment. These are sources that cannot be 
depleted such as solar,  wind and tide/wave.  

  

http://www.synergy.net.au/Residential_Segment/Green_Energy/EasyGreen.html
http://www.synergy.net.au/Residential_Segment/Green_Energy/NaturalPower.html
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Renewable energy buyback 

Domestic power generation and storage is strongly recommended. Excess 
energy can be sold back to the grid.  

Green Power 

Buying Green Power helps pressure the government and suppliers into 
switching supply their energy sources towards renewables. 

http://www.synergy.net.au/Residential_Segment/Green_Energy/Renewable_Energy_Buyback.html
http://www.greenpower.gov.au/


 

 

 
 
 

Eco Parish Loan 

Anglican EcoCare and the Anglican Community Fund are 
committed to parish Green ventures through the implementation 
of ECO Parish Loans. 

These L oans are available to assist the purchase of approved 
environmentally friendly initiatives such as: 

 Solar energy generation 

 Rainwater tanks 

 Building insulation 

  Energy efficient glazing and awnings  

  White goods and appliances with high energy 
efficiency ratings 

 
This is your parish’s opportunity to make positive steps to reduce 
your carbon / w a t e r  footprint a n d  h e l p  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t .   

Loan details are as follows:   

 Minimum amount $2,000 

 Variable interest rate, currently 3.2% per annum 

 Principal and interest loan repayments  

 Maximum loan term 5 years  
 

To find out more, call the Anglican Community Fund on 9325 
4182 or log onto www.anglicancf.com.au 

http://www.anglicancf.com.au/

