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About the Anglican EcoCare Commission 

The Anglican EcoCare Commission strives to sustain the earth through initiatives that promote 

environmental responsibility in a range of diverse settings – from parishes to school and local 

communities. We do this through education, advocacy and expressions of EcoTheology. Our 

commissioners are committed Anglicans, lay and ordained, who promote the responsible 

stewardship of our creation through theological action and reflection.       

We are proud to belong to a Diocese that considers the environment as something integral to 

the life and mission of the Church, as well as central to our spirituality. We act in accordance 

with the Anglican EcoCare Statute (2006). 

Our current policy priorities are sustainability, energy, water and pollution. We hold 

membership with the Ecumenical Social Justice Roundtable, the Council of Churches WA, 

and the WA Civil Society Climate Roundtable.   

 

Introduction 

The Anglican EcoCare Commission is pleased to have the opportunity to make a submission 

to the Senate Inquiry, and would be happy to give evidence before the Inquiry when it holds 

hearings in Perth. We recognise the urgency of climate action to avoid the catastrophic impact 

of global warming over 2° C and the need for a policy framework to give effect to the Australian 

Government’s Paris commitments. We note the age profile of Australian coal-fired generators 

will necessitate a number of closures in the near future, and believe this presents an 

opportunity for a planned transition to renewable sources of electricity generation. We suggest 

this approach could also mitigate the social impact on communities dependent on existing 

coal-fired stations for employment, as well as offering a path to the regeneration of coal-mining 

regions. 

Call for urgent climate action 

The Commission recognises the need for urgent climate action. The Commission’s approach 

to these matters is drawn from Biblical and theological principles. The fifth Mark of Mission of 

the global Anglican Communion states we must ‘strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 

and sustain and renew the life of the earth’. We understand that all living things are loved by 

God, and that the earth as the natural context for human life is vulnerable to human over-

exploitation. We accept the scientific consensus on climate change, and note that failure to 

avert global warming imposes the greatest suffering on the poorest human communities 

through loss of access to fresh water systems, disruption of agriculture, cities affected by sea 

level rise and the increasing frequency of extreme weather events. Failure to take effective 

action to prevent runaway climate change will also represent an intergenerational injustice, 

with future generations forced to bear the cost of our lack of resolve. 

In 2015 we received with humility and gratitude the encyclical of Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 

which explores the moral and spiritual challenge of climate change and the care of our 

common home. At the core of the Laudato Si’ is the understanding that climate change is no 

longer an individual scientific, political or economic problem to be solved but rather an 

existential and moral question that can be addressed by considering what it means to live 

justly with one another and in harmony with all creation. Addressing climate change requires 



 

a cohesive solution taking into account the moral, scientific, political and economic aspects of 

the environment.  

In Australia, the energy sector is the largest source of pollution that causes climate change. 

Our coal power plants are specifically the single largest contribution to global warming. We 

urge the Australian government to honour the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement under it, by retiring our coal-fired power 

stations and showcasing our engagement and commitment to mitigate climate change. If we 

are to limit global warming to below 1.5° C, there is very little carbon budget remaining. The 

implications of this are that Australia cannot afford to delay any further and needs to undertake 

an urgent energy transition away from fossil fuels and towards renewables domesticallyi. 

Increasing global investment in renewable energy also presents a case for the retirement of 

these stations.  

Concerns for the community 

Coal power stations are one of the most significant sources of toxic air pollutants that harm 

human health and local environments. The Anglican EcoCare Commission is concerned about 

the health impacts that these stations have on the community. In 2009, estimated costs of 

health damages associated with coal combustion for electricity in Australia amounted to $2.6 

billion per annum.ii Coal generators such as Hazelwood in Victoria’s energy market are driven 

by cheap fuel and low operating costs whilst ignoring the significant external costs these 

generators impose on human health, the environment and climate change.iii 

Call for a fair and planned transition 

The EcoCare Commission recognises the need for a fair and planned transition. The aging 

profile of existing coal-fired generators means closures are inevitable within coming years. As 

financing for new coal-fired stations is increasingly difficult to obtain, the Australian 

government should accordingly be planning to replace old coal-fired stations with renewables, 

which help create a policy framework to support Australia’s Paris commitments whilst 

simultaneously offering a lifeline to communities and workers who are currently dependant on 

existing coal fired generators. 

The Commission believes that as the transition to clean energy takes place, it is crucial that 

State and Federal governments create fair and transparent support plans for communities and 

workers in and around coal generators. We are dissatisfied with the level of forward planning 

by state and federal levels of government in projecting the necessary closure of the Hazelwood 

power station and ensuring energy security and continued employment for the now redundant 

workers. Throughout the process of transitioning, it is important to consult with various 

stakeholders and communities, who can then voice their concerns and needs for the future. 

This can include for example ensuring that the cost of closure and transition support plans for 

communities falls on the big companies that have profited from polluting our environment.  

Call for a national plan 

The Anglican EcoCare Commission believes that a comprehensive national plan is needed to 

ensure a smooth transition away from coal power generation to renewable sources. 

Communities and workers should be at the heart of this plan.  



 

In recognising the imminent threat of global warming which has been consistently 

communicated by the scientific community over several decades, the Commission is 

concerned that to date, Federal and State governments have failed to acknowledge the need 

for and provide a national strategy to transition. We are concerned that our climate policy 

decisions are effectively being made for us by private international companies such as ENGIE.   

Without any clear direction, communities are being left behind and Australia is failing to 

meaningfully contribute to combatting climate change. A coherent national plan is at the core 

of ensuring a smooth but rapid transitional away from coal power generation. To ensure a 

national plan is carried out efficiently and fairly, the Anglican EcoCare Commission believes 

this requires 

•      Coordination across all levels of Governments, agencies and regulators. 

•      Significant participation and input from community stakeholders.  

We respectfully ask this enquiry to model the quickest and fairest way to facilitate a clean 

energy transition. Failure to do will cost workers, communities, taxpayers and the environment 

itself.  
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i  Sivan Kartha, Implications for Australia of a 1.5°C future- Stockholm Environment Institute, Working Paper 
2016-09.  
ii ‘Coal and Health in the Hunter: Lessons from one valley for the world’ - Climate and Health Alliance, 2015. 
iii - Jordan Ward and Mick Power, Cleaning up Victoria’s Power Sector: the full social cost of Hazelwood power 
station, Harvard Kennedy School of Government, 2015.  
 
 
 

                                                           


