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A prayer of Thanksgiving for Wilderness 
A Thanksgiving for Wilderness 

 

Creator God, we thank you that you show your face to us 

   in wilderness and desert places. 

 

We praise you for the deep places of the sea, 

   and for coastlines smashed by surf 

   and caressed by gentle waves. 

 

We praise you for the sun-baked, wind-swept lands, 

   and for rocks and mountains older than human memory.  

 

We praise you for the rivers that sculpt the plains, 

   and for salt lakes that wait for the blessing of times of flooding.  

 

We praise you for the fragile life that flourishes 

   in places too hot, too cold, or too dry for human comfort, 

   and for forests rising  

   through tropical rain and cool southern mist.  

 

We thank you for showing your glory in creation 

   to the first people of Australia, 

   and for their long and careful custody of the land. 

 

We thank you for new ways of protecting the land 

    so that future generations may also rejoice in your handiwork.  
 

Give us grace to recognise your wonders 

   in the dust at our feet and the haze on the horizon, 

   and in all the creatures you have made,  

   in their astonishing diversity.  
 

And give us voices to praise you in awe and gratitude, 

   both now and for evermore.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession: Stewardship of Creation  

Holy God, Creator and Lover of all that is, 

we confess to you that we have sinned. 

We have failed in our care for the land and its creatures, 

we have been greedy, destructive, and wasteful 

of the resources you entrusted to us. 

Polluted air and water, 

eroded soil and salty earth, 

birds and animals deprived of habitat, and neighbours left hungry  

and thirsty by our selfishness: all these cry out against us. 

 

We do not know how to restore what we have damaged, 

and we repent in sorrow and distress. 

Forgive us, we pray, and have mercy. 

Give us grace to change our ways, 

to make amends, 

and to work together for the healing of the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution: Restoration of creation 
 

Our Saviour died and rose again 

so that for all who live in him 

there is a new creation. 

Therefore, I declare to you: 

your sins are forgiven, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. Send out your Spirit, O Lord. 

Renew the hearts of your people. 

Renew the face of the earth.  

 

Litany 

Rock and sand plain, bless the Lord: 

   salt lake and red earth, praise and glorify God for ever. 

Rising moon and circling stars, bless the Lord: 

   deep night, bright dawn and subtle sunset,  

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Morning frost and midday heat, bless the Lord: 

   desert wind, thunderstorm and lightning strike, 

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Sweet spring and secret well, bless the Lord:        

cloudburst and gentle rain, praise and glorify God for ever. 



 

 

 

 

 

Mallee and sandalwood, wattle and cypress, bless the Lord: 

   spiny shrubs and spiky grasses,  

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Ant and spider, bless the Lord: 

   grubs and flies, moths and beetles, 

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Eagle and emu, hawk and crow, bless the Lord: 

   darting birds with flashing wings, 

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Frog and snake and lizard, bless the Lord: 

   pigmy possum and kangaroo,  

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Pilgrim and scholar, artist and dreamer, bless the Lord: 

  hermit and mystic, worker and traveller, 

   praise and glorify God for ever. 

Let us bless the Trinity of mercy and grace, 

Eternal Wisdom, Living Word and Holy Spirit: 

   let us praise and glorify God for ever. 

 

Canticle of the Creatures  

 

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,  

all praise is yours, all glory, all honour, 

and all blessing. 

To you, alone, Most High, do they belong.  

No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. 

All praise be yours, my Lord,  

through all you have made,  

and first my lord Brother Sun, who brings the day;  

and through whom you give us light.  

How beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendour;  

Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.  

All Praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Moon  

and the stars; in the heavens you have made them,  

bright, and precious, and fair.  

All praise be yours, my Lord,  

through Brothers wind and air, and fair and stormy,  

all the weather's moods,  

by which you cherish all that you have made.  

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Water,  

so useful, humble, precious and pure.  

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Brother Fire,  

through whom you brighten up the night.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

How beautiful is he, how cheerful!  

Full of power and strength.  

All praise be yours, my Lord, through our Sister  

Mother Earth, who sustains us and governs us,  

and produces various fruits with coloured flowers  

and herbs.  

All praise be yours, my Lord,  

through those who grant pardon for love of you;  

through those who endure sickness and trial.  

Happy are those who endure in peace,  

By You, Most High, they will be crowned.  

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Death,  

From whose embrace no mortal can escape.  

Woe to those who die in mortal sin!  

Happy those she finds doing your will!  

The second death can do them no harm.  

Praise and bless my Lord, and give him thanks  

And serve him with great humility. 

 

Creation Psalms  

Psalm 19.1-11  

1 The heavens declare the glory of God: 

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork; 

2 One day tells it to another: 

and night to night communicates knowledge. 

3 There is no speech or language: 

nor are their voices heard; 

4 Yet their sound has gone out through all the world: 

and their words to the ends of the earth. 

5 There he has pitched a tent for the sun: 

which comes out as a bridegroom from his chamber,  

and rejoices like a strong man to run his course. 

6 Its rising is at one end of the heavens,  

and its circuit to their farthest bound: 

and nothing is hidden from its heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul: 

the command of the Lord is true,  

and makes wise the simple. 

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,  

and rejoice the heart: 

the commandment of the Lord is pure,  

and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endures forever: 

the judgements of the Lord are unchanging,  



 

 

 

 

 

 

and righteous every one. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold,  

even much fine gold:   

sweeter also than honey,  

than the honey that drips from the comb. 

11 Moreover, by them is your servant taught: 

and in keeping them there is great reward. 

Psalm 8  

1 O Lord our Governor: 

how glorious is your name in all the earth! 

2 Your majesty above the heavens is yet recounted: 

by the mouths of babes and sucklings. 

3 You have founded a strong defence  

against your adversaries: 

to quell the enemy and the avenger. 

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers: 

the moon and the stars which you have set in order, 

5 What are we, that you should be mindful of us: 

what are we, that you should care for us? 

6 Yet you have made us little less than gods: 

and have crowned us with glory and honour. 

7 You have given us dominion over your handiwork: 

and have put all things in subjection beneath our feet, 

8 All sheep and oxen: 

and all the creatures of the field, 

9 The birds of the air and the fish of the sea: 

and everything that moves  

in the pathways of the great waters. 

10 O Lord our Governor: 

how glorious is your name in all the earth! 

 

Psalm 104.1-13  

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul: 

O Lord my God, how great you are! 

2 Clothed with majesty and honour: 

wrapped in light as in a garment. 

3 You have stretched out the heavens like a tent-cloth: 

and laid the beams of your dwelling upon their waters; 

4 You make the clouds your chariot: 

and ride upon the wings of the wind; 

5 You make the winds your messengers: 

and flames of fire your ministers; 

6 You have set the earth on its foundations: 

so that it shall never be moved. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

7 The deep covered it as with a mantle: 

the waters stood above the hills. 

8 At your rebuke they fled: 

at the voice of your thunder they hurried away; 

9 They went up to the mountains,  

they went down by the valleys: 

to the place which you had appointed for them. 

10 You fixed a limit which they may not pass: 

they shall not return again to cover the earth. 

11 You send springs into the gullies: 

which run between the hills; 

12 They give drink to every beast of the field: 

and the wild asses quench their thirst. 

13 Beside them the birds of the air build their nests: 

and sing among the branches. 

 

Psalm 104.18-25  

18 The trees of the Lord are well-watered: 

the cedars of Lebanon that he has planted, 

19 Where the birds build their nests: 

and the stork makes her home in the pine-tops. 

20 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats: 

and the crags a cover for the conies. 

21 You created the moon to mark the seasons: 

and the sun knows the hour of its setting. 

22 You make darkness, and it is night: 

in which all the beasts of the forest move by stealth. 

23 The lions roar for their prey: 

seeking their food from God. 

24 When the sun rises, they retire: 

and lay themselves down in their dens. 

25 Human beings go out to their work: 

and to their labour until the evening. 

 

Psalm 104.26-32 

26 Lord, how various are your works: 

in wisdom you have made them all,  

and the earth is full of your creatures. 

27 There is the wide, immeasurable sea: 

there move living things without number, great and small; 

28 There go the ships, to and fro: 

and there is that Leviathan  

whom you formed to sport in the deep. 

29 These all look to you: 

to give them their food in due season. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

30 When you give it to them, they gather it: 

when you open your hand  

they are satisfied with good things. 

31 When you hide your face, they are troubled: 

when you take away their breath,  

they die and return to their dust. 

32 When you send forth your spirit they are created: 

and you renew the face of the earth.

Suggested Hymns from Together in Song, Australian Hymn Book II   

(HarperCollins Religious, 1999) 

 All Creatures of our God and King 
 Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
 Stars and Planets flung in orbit 
 Where wide sky rolls down  
 Touch the earth gently  
 Lord of Earth and all creation   
 For the fruits of all creation 
 Glory to God, glory to God 
 The sounds in God’s world all agree 
 Come O God of all the earth 
 Let all creation dance 

 

Blessing  

May the Spirit of God,  

who is above all and in all and through all 

fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence in Earth 

and the impulse of Christ within you. 

   

Dismissal  

Go in peace, serving Christ and loving Earth! Alleluia, alleluia!  

We go in peace, serving Christ and tending Earth! Alleluia, alleluia!  
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